3oo          EDUCATION WITH A TRADITION
remain in the convent to teach in one or other department
Others of the past pupils find posts in Government schools'
others again, as wives of members of the diplomatic service
or of great business companies, put to good use the English
they have learned at the Seishin Gakniny as well as all the
other subjects of which that language has been the channel.
A wide horizon has been opened out for many, enabling
them to convey a message of hope, of good fellowship, Of
right thoughts of God, to those who without their help
would sit in unspeakable loneliness in the very shadow of
death. Much social work lies open to the graduates of the
Semmon-Gakko, whether it be by encouraging native manu-
factures, contributing to charitable institutions, translating
and diffusing good books, or working in the college settle-
ment. This seeks to relieve the misery in those suburbs
which have sprung up round Tokyo as around Paris.
The Morning Star Society, or Ake No Hosbi, represents an
attempt among women to take a share in Catholic action,
and the Catholic graduates of the Semmon-Gakko are among
its most staunch adherents.
All through the school the " loveliness of perfect ser-
vice " is brought out by many a charitable work. The
c* Consolation Bags " to soldiers in action are packed with
much enthusiasm, but the deepest love goes to that Leper
Colony, patronised by the Dowager Empress who once
showed her affection by a gift of 150 maple trees from the
Imperial Gardens together with seven poems of her o^rn
composition! The girls of the Go-Gakko are more modern,
but hardly less Japanese, when they write in their college
magazine: " We packed our Christmas love and sympathy,
between surprise packages and cigarettes/**
1 T& Rofat of tbe Sacred Heart, September 1933.    The normal and secondary
schools each have tfoeir chronicle in Japanese,